Supernumerary teat removal can be avoided in dairy sheep.
The aim of this work was to determine whether the removal of supernumerary teats from dairy sheep when they are born is a useful procedure in the farming routine. Ewes were divided into 3 groups according to the number of teats at milking: ewes who were born with 2 teats; ewes who were born with 4 teats and had the 2 supernumerary nipples cut just after birth; and ewes who were born with 4 teats and did not have nipple amputation performed. Removal of supernumerary teats at lambing produced a significant reduction in milk production during the 2 first milking periods (p < .01). There were no differences between ewes with 2 or 4 teats, which suggests that this procedure is not necessary on dairy sheep farms. Because the presence of supernumerary teats is highly heritable, the elimination of this trait could be accomplished through selection methods.